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Actual situations of farmers market in Ehime Prefecture
Case study at“Saisaikiteya”’of Ochi Imabari Agricultural Cooperative
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In Ehime Prefecture, which is the focus of this paper, many large farmers markets set up by agricultural

cooperatives have been developing. As a result, production of vegetables for the local market has been
revitalized. Two particularly large farmers markets are “Shu Chan Hiroba” and “Saisaikiteya.” In the
former, a comparatively large producer participates as a shipper. However, the latter has been attracting
attention by aiming to revitalize local regions while collaborating with various related organizations,

focusing on part-time and small producers.

Therefore, this paper aims to consider the potential of farmers market in the context of population aging

and the shift toward part-time work, which is under progress nationwide. To accomplish this, a survey of

the actual situations at “Saisaikiteya” was conducted, and the following points were clarified.

This farmers market is not merely venues for direct sales; instead, they achieve synergies by revitalizing

local regions by (D having multi-purpose farms, @ encouraging food education and school lunches, and
@ cooperating with food and drink establishments that have been formed together with farmers market .
Through these efforts, although the sales of Ochi Imabari Agricultural Cooperative—which manages this
farmers market—remains sluggish, revenues from direct sale stalls have steadily increased, thus growing

as a section supporting the sales business of the agricultural cooperatives.
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