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The current restructuring of the agriculture cooperatives in Japan and the
significance of the Japanese-style multi-purpose agricultural cooperative:
A case study of the Soma Agricultural Co-operative in Aomori Prefecture.

Kensaku KANDA*  Osamu OHASHI**
Toshitaka KATSUKI***** Xiaodong ZHOU ****#*
Bin CAQ™* Haruhisa HARA i
Atsushi YAMAFUJT***** Yan YANG* ## st

JingWANG*** Toru OZAKT * ***
Xiaokai SONG R * # # %k
Hiroji FUJISHIMA * ok s s s ik

Satoshi ISHITSUKA* #4555

The reform of agricultural co-operatives has become a major political and economic policy issue in Japan.
The Japanese multi-purpose agricultural cooperative offers a wide range of services to small farmers, from
financing to other economic programs, and has attracted worldwide attention.

However, with the introduction of “Abenomics,” the central economic platform of the second Abe
Administration, the reform of agriculture in general and the farm cooperatives in particular has been
pushed forward.

This report looks at the Soma agricultural co-operative in Aomori Prefecture as a case study within the
context of the present government’s moves to amend the Agricultural Cooperative Law and to restructure
the cooperatives. The Soma agricultural cooperative is a small-scale cooperative that has avoided
consolidation and continues to function as a multi-purpose cooperative that supports small-scale farmers.
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