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(The Theme of Time in Macbeth)
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If you can look into the seeds of time,

And say which grain will grow, which will not,

Speak then to me, who neither beg, nor - fear,

Your favours nor your hates.
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My noble partner
You greet with present grace and great prediction
Of noble having and of royal hope,
That he seems rapt withal .
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Stay, you imperfect speakers, tell me more:
By Sinel's death I know I am Thane of Glamis;
But how of Cawdor? the ‘Thane of Cawdor lives,
A prosperous gentleman; and to be King
Stands not within the prospect of belief,
No more than to be Cawdor. Say from whence
You owe this strange intelligence? or why
Upon this blasted heath you stop our way
With such prophetic greeting? Speak, I charge you. -
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What! can the Devil speak true? -
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Two truths are told,

As happy prologues to the swelling act

Of the imperial theme,
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Thy ietters have transported me beyond
This ignorant present, and I feel now
The future 'in the instant. .
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Time, thou anticipat'st my dread eploits;

The flighty purpose neer is o’ertook,

Unless the deed go with it. From this moment,

The very firstlings of my heart shall be,

The firstlings of my hand. And even now,

To crown my thoughts with acts, be it thought and done.
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Present fears
Are less than horrible imaginings.
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“For brave Macbeth, - well he deserved that name, -
Disdaining.Fortune, with his brandish'd steel,
Which smok'd with bloody execution, |
Like Valour's minion carv'd out his passage.
"Till he faced the slave:
Which ne’er shook hands, nor bade farewell to him,
Till he unseam’d him from the nave. to th'chaps,
And .fix’.d his head upon our battlements.
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What man dare, [ dare,

Approach thou like the rugged Russian bear,
" The arm’d rhinoceros, or th’Hyrcan tiger;

Take any shape but that, and my firm nérves

Shall never tremble: or, be alive again,

And dare me to the desert with thy sword;

If trembling I inhabit then, protest me

The baby of a girl. Hence, horrible shadow!

Unreal mock’ry, hence!
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Macbeth . How say’st thou, that Macduff denies his person,
At our great bidding? .
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Lady Macbeth : Did you send to him, Sir?
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To.-morrow, and to-mbrrow, and ‘to-morrow,

Creeps in this petty pace from day to day,

To the last syllable of recorded time;

And all our yesterdays have lighted fools

The way to dusty death.
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Cure her of that:
Canst thou not minister to a mind diseas’d,
Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow,
Raze out the written troubles of the brain,
And with some sweet oblivious antidote
Cleanse the stuff'd bosom of that perilous stuff
Which weights upon-the heart?
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